































































































radio was destroyed, it saved Cunningham’s life. Boggs got hit
with shrapnel from the exploding PRC-25. The Vietnamese
team member who was sitting where Walton had been was
killed instantly. The rounds detonated the frag, smoke and CS
tear-gas grenades on the Vietnamese team member. The shrap-
nel knocked Boggs into semiconsciousness.

The gun-run broke the NVA wave attacks against ST
Louisiana. It also left the team in a plume of tear gas, and
smoke from smoke-grenades, weapons fire and the earlier
napalm-run. The NVA probably felt the conditions around
the team perimeter were far more deadly than facing the gun-
runs from the Spads and gunships.

Walton performed a quick triage on Boggs and
Cunningham. He found that while the explosion of the 20mm
round had left only a single piece of flesh holding the leg
together, it had seared a good portion of Cunningham’s wound-
ed right leg, actually helping the situation by keeping the loss
of blood to a minimum. The medic pulled out a green cravat
for a tourniquet. He used his knife to twist the bandage tight
above the stump to stem any further bleeding. Walton also
treated Cunningham for severe throat burn from the CS gas.

Realizing the PRC-25 had been destroyed, Walton reached
into his pocket and pulled out the URC-10 emergency ultra-
high frequency radio and called Covey. He reported one dead,
three wounded and that if Covey was going to get them out,
he had to do it ASAP. Walton didn’t have the luxury of spare
seconds to think about the short distance he had crawled ear-
lier; those 8 to 10 feet had saved his life.

Cunningham, still watching himself from far away, heard
someone on a radio calling Covey saying there were two

dead. He thought he’d better find out whether or not he was_

alive. The Green Beret had a unique test to find out. He
yelled. It sounded like it was far, far away, but he knew that
he was alive. The yell also ended Cunningham’s out-of-body
experience. He returned to his body lying on the ground.
Cunningham knew that he had to help himself. The more he
did, the better it would be for everyone.

While Walton worked to save Cunningham’s life, Covey
directed a series of deadly airstrikes around the knoll where
ST Louisiana was fighting for its life. Walton returned to the
UCR-10 to tell Covey that two of the three wounded were in
serious condition and requested an immediate extraction.
Covey rider Pat Watkins told Walton to move the remainder
of the team closer to the open area along the ridge.

The airstrikes gave ST Louisiana a brief lull in the fight-
ing, enabling Walton and the one remaining unwounded
Vietnamese team member to move the wounded closer to the
clearing. Watkins told Walton that he was going to direct a
series of strafing-runs by Air Force F-4 Phantom jets and that
the first Kingbee would land to pick up the most seriously
wounded, and that a second, and third, H-34 would extract
the remainder of the team.

Walton and the Viethamese team member moved the tail-
gunner out from the treeline into the grassy area, while Boggs
assisted Cunningham. As soon as the NVA heard the
Kingbee, the activity picked-up again. The wounded were
moved out to the open area where the grass was only 6 inch-
es tall. There were constant dirt spurts kicking-up all around
from enemy gunfire.

Captain Thinh, of the 219th Vietnamese Air Force, pilot-
ed the first Kingbee and landed with the right strut only a few
feet from the wounded members of ST Louisiana.

Boggs assisted Cunningham to the steps of the Kingbee,
but he turned around to fire at the charging NVA.
Cunningham didn’t want to get shot in the back, so he used
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his stump to climb aboard the H-34. He crawled to the back
of the chopper, thinking he was finally safe. The four-times-
wounded team member joined him. The Kingbee lifted-off.

About the same time, Walton realized that the second
Kingbee wasn’t heading toward the LZ as planned and that
the NVA continued to pour heavy small-arms fire toward
Walton, Boggs and their brave Vietnamese counterpart.

Walton knew why the plan called for using three Kingbees
for extraction; the weather was hot and the LZ was on a
mountain range in the A Shau Valley. The heat and the height
of the mountains reduced the lift-capabilities of the heli-
copters, especially in the hot morning sun. Walton radioed
Watkins, asking where the second Kingbee was and Watkins
told him the pilot wouldn’t go into the LZ because there was
too much enemy ground-fire.

Walton felt sick. The question of weight had forced the
team to leave the dead Vietnamese team member behind. His
added weight might hinder the chances of the living team
members being successfully exfiltrated.

Walton and his counterpart scanned the sky for a heli-
copter. None were in sight. The NVA continued to maneuver
toward the exposed trio from ST Louisiana. Walton knew the
situation looked pretty bleak.

Then on the PRC-25 he heard: “Kingbee go down!”

It was Captain Thinh! The Kingbee came spiraling down
on full-autorotation before flaring into the LZ. Thinh plunked
it down on the ground right next to the remaining members
of ST Louisiana.

Walton and the Vietnamese lifted Boggs aboard the
Kingbee and then moved to the open windows on the star-
board and port sides to fire at the NVA, some of whom
rushed the aircraft.

Sure enough, the load was too heavy and Thinh couldn’t
lift-off. So he lifted the back wheel off the ground and start-
ed rolling downhill, gaining as much air speed as possible,
while the NVA fired at the chopper. At the last possible
moment, Thinh nursed the aging Sikorsky over the trees.
Unfortunately, the chopper didn’t have enough speed to gain
the altitude needed to fly out of the mountains so Captain
Thinh dipped down into a valley to build up more. Finally, he
got the transitional lift he needed to climb out of the moun-
tains and out of the A Shau Valley.

Because Cunningham had used his stump to get aboard
the helicopter, it had started to bleed heavily. He began to
fade in and out of shock, yet he never fully passed out. It was
obvious he would have to tough it out.

Walton used another cravat as a tourniquet to stop the
bleeding. Walton had only carried one IV with him that day and
he had used that one on the wounded tailgunner. From that day
forward, Walton always carried several IVs on all targets.

When the Kingbee landed at the medical facilities in Phu
Bai, Cunningham was taken out of the chopper, as he put it,
bare-assed naked. When Walton and the Vietnamese team
member carried the wounded Vietnamese into the Army
medical facility, someone told Walton that they didn’t treat
Vietnamese. Walton told them to treat that Vietnamese, or
there would be hell to pay.

For Walton, the drama continued. When they got
Cunningham inside, he was barely hanging on, due to the
loss of blood and trauma from the amputation. One of the
young doctors got nervous. He had never had a dirty, sweaty
grunt from just out of the field sticking his nose into his
business. When Cunningham’s blood pressure was so low
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~ What should be America’s greatest export to the world,
our Bill of Rights and the First Amendment, could have been
effectively transplanted here and encouraged to grow as one
of the foundations of a just society. It didn’t happen.

The original plan for IMN appears to have been jettisoned
by officials at CPA who were more interested in managing
news for both Iragis and Americans. The United States has a
responsibility to effectively explain its positions and policies
to Iraqis, to Americans and to the world, but not at the price
of making IMN into another Voice Of America. Through a
combination of incompetence and indifference CPA has
destroyed the fragile credibility of IMN. Once diminished,
credibility is hard to restore. The reasons are many:

* A revolving door of officials with no credible television
or journalism experience dictated plans and policy to IMN.

* A surprising lack of operating capital, in spite of being
the most expensive U.S. government media project in his-
tory at an estimated 4 million dollars a month, forced IMN
to run on a shoestring, and look like it. There were no funds
for basic equipment like camera batteries, tripods or editing
equipment. A $500 request for a satellite dish to downlink
the Reuters news feed was refused. A $200 request for
printing a training manual in Arabic for reporters was
turned down.

¢ Lack of planning for program production or acquisition
resulted in illegal airing of copyright European and
Hollywood film tapes confiscated from the mansion of
Saddam’s son, Uday.

¢ IMN staff were ordered to cover endless daily CPA news
conferences, interviews and photo opportunities leaving lit-
tle time and few facilities to cover genuine news stories initi-
ated by IMN reporters on the street.

¢ The right of “collective bargaining,” another much
admired American tradition was trashed by CPA manage-
ment when IMN staff twice went on strike for higher wages.
IMN staff were “told in effect “our way, or the highway.” CPA
based staff salaries on the old Ministry of Information pay
scale which paid a reporter the equivalent of U.S. $120 a
month. Some staff have already quit to join other agencies
paying market rates. When new TV and radio stations are
established in the coming months, the most experienced IMN
staff will likely leave en masse.

¢ The first News Director, Ahmad Al Rikaby, a sort of

Arabic Tom Brokaw, was a respected and credible Iraqi expa-
triate journalist, well known as the voice of Radio Free Iraq.
Al Rikaby had resisted CPA dictates demanding managed
news. When he fired staff troublemakers or Ba’athists, CPA
rehired them and insisted only they could hire or fire IMN
staff. Al Rikaby’s authority was so compromised he resigned.

¢ IMN was envisioned to help Iraqgis talk to each other. It
was to be a national media voice that would give them a sense
of nationhood and identity. It was to be a chance for commu-
nicating between the regions, political factions and religions
of Iraq. It was to be an answering voice to those who would
keep enmity alive by exploiting the differences and continu-
ing to fragment the society Saddam built. It was to have
established credible news and public affairs programs in
regional stations that could be rebroadcast on the network,
allowing Kurd, Shia and Sunni to hear each others point of
view. This would have at least helped bandage old wounds. It
would have encouraged discussion and debate for the direc-
tion of a new Iraq. Although CPA improved transmitter and
broadcast facilities throughout Iraq, it failed miserably to
persuade staff in many regional stations to cooperate with
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IMN. The 101st Airborne using contingency funds has large-
ly sponsored the broadcast station in Mosul which has resist-
ed being folded into the IMN family and accept the base
salaries being paid in Baghdad.

¢ Incredibly, the vital training of IMN reporters was
turned over to the Dubai satellite station, Al Arabia, that
often produces slanted, biased and anti-American news.

¢ Instead of creating and encouraging local TV produc-
tions, CPA bought old programs from Middle East
Broadcasting (MBC) and Lebanese Broadcasting (LBC).

* CPA didn’t allow its journalists to edit, analyze, or oth-
erwise “filter,” its news conferences, interviews and photo
ops. Public diplomacy is one thing, but CPA has ignored our
own democratic ideals in its role as the overseer of IMN.
Destroying the credibility of IMN has left CPA without an
effective communications conduit to the Iraqi people. A
recent State Department poll revealed that little more than
one out of every ten Iraqis watch IMN. Two out of three
polled say they watch Al Jazeera or Al Arabia on satellite. If
Ambassador Paul Bremer wants his views heard by the Iraqi
people he would be well advised to buy time on Al Jazeera.

¢ The British Government program “Toward Freedom”

“ was scheduled daily in spite of strong objections of the IMN

staff. This hour program, directly financed by number 10
Downing Street, is aired without attribution. Iraqgis condi-
tioned by 35 years of Saddam’s State Television recognize
propaganda when they see it.

The stakes are high, and getting higher every day.
President George W. Bush has spoken of “engaging in the bat-
tle of ideas in the Arab world.” But in Iraq we have already
lost the first round by failing to establish credible media, let
alone influencing the rest of the Arab world.

In 1968, on the wall of the U.S. Embassy lobby in Saigon
I noticed a framed quotation from “Seven Pillars of Wisdom,”
by Lawrence of Arabia: “It is better that they do it imperfect-
ly than that you do it perfectly. For it is their war and their
country and your time here is limited.”

It seemed like a good idea to Lawrence in 1917 and it
seemed like an even better idea to me in Vietnam in 1968. So,
35 years later, I gave that same quote to both Jay Garner and
Paul Bremer our proconsuls in Baghdad and respectfully sug-
gested they keep it in mind. There is no evidence that either
of them ever did.

Forget The Golonial Attitude

Forget the colonial attitude of Lawrence and his heirs that
the locals would only do it “imperfectly.” Iraqis are in fact
much better suited to repairing 1950s’ technology in electric
power stations, collecting street intelligence to combat ter-
rorism and yes; Iraqis are entirely capable of reporting and
producing television news and entertainment for their fellow
Iraqis. It is time to show Iraqis the respect due by letting
them do it themselves. It is time to help them to select their
own path to a democratic new Iraq. As John Milton urged in
1644 before the British Parliament “Let truth and falsehood
grapple. Who ever knew truth put to the worse, in a free and
open encounter?”

Don North is an independent producer, journalist and jour-
nalism teacher based in Fairfax, VA. He was formerly a corre-
spondent in Vietnam, Washington and the Middle East for ABC
and NBC News. He accepted a position with the defense con-
tractor, Science Applications International (SAIC), in January
2003, and arrived in Baghdad on 20 April as Senior TV Advisor
and Trainer for IMN. He left Baghdad on 24 July. X
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